
Verbal Talent in Children 
 

Verbal talent may be described in general terms as an adeptness with language.  

More specifically, it involves a child’s precocity, intensity, and complexity with regard to 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening.    

 Verbally talented children:  

 Read well.   They read avidly and at more advanced levels than their age peers.   

 Have advanced vocabularies.   Verbally talented children have a prowess with 

words that is often clearly evident in their writing and oral language.   

 Write well.   This is often a reflection of their reading experiences.   Verbally 

talented children may write for pleasure, branching into areas of writing not 

typical of their age peers such as poetry, drama, reviews, and journals.    

The behaviors exhibited by verbally talented children reflect passion, depth, and breadth.    

They choose to read and write for pleasure, and the outcomes are noticeably more 

sophisticated than those of others.   

 Listed below are a few ways parents can help children develop their verbal 

abilities at home. 

 Read aloud to them even after they are capable of independent reading.   

Listening to stories and poems that are read aloud helps children develop 

vocabulary, a sense of the structure and rhythm of language, and a storehouse of 

literary experiences from which they can draw.    

 Create a family environment and time for reading. Children who grow up in 

homes where the adults are readers are likely to develop that habit.   Adults 

should serve as models for the enjoyment of books.  

 Introduce them to the magic of the public library as soon as they are old enough.  

 Have a collection of books and audio books available in places like the car so 

that they always have access to them.  

 Encourage them to broaden their reading selections.   Children who are in a rut 

reading a particular series of books may be persuaded to read more challenging 

books in a related genre.   Additionally, children who read and reread their 

favorite books rather than moving onto other literature may be nudged to expand 

their literary horizons.      

    Parents of children who are verbally talented may want to look into supplementary 

reading and writing opportunities in their community.   Often, libraries, bookstores, 

colleges, and universities offer programs and services that may be of interest to verbally 

talented children.   Such prospects might include summer or Saturday classes at a local 

college for children interested in creative writing, journalism, science fiction, fantasy 

literature, or a foreign language. Families of verbally talented children may also want to 

consider establishing their own reading and writing groups for those with similar abilities 

and interests.    
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